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Victorian Afghan Associations Network
Introduction about Victorian Afghan Associations Network (VAAN)

The Victorian Afghan Associations Network (VAAN) is an official umbrella organisation that is an
assembly of a dozen registered Afghan community groups. We aim to be an encouraging integration
force that is effective and to be a united voice to represent our people in the multicultural society of
Australia. VAAN was officially launched on 6th February 2016. The key purpose of creating VAAN
is to form a better coordination between the Afghan organisations in Victoria and other stakeholders
to understand the opportunities and challenges in the Afghan community.
At the official launch of the VAAN, the president of the time Mr Nazir Yousufi highlighted the aims,
objectives and the rationale behind the establishment of the VAAN. He explained that the VAAN is
consists of the Afghan community organisations, intellectuals, students, civil, social and cultural
activists. He then added that the purpose of the establishment of such an organisation is to provide a
platform for the coordination and collaborations among the Afghan Community associations and
individuals in Victoria to identify the challenges, opportunities, and to provide practical solutions to
them. He also added that before the formation of the VAAN; we cordially and warmly invited almost
all Afghan community associations and individuals across the state to take part in the creation of this
institution.

Financial Statement
1st July 2018 - 30th June 2019

Bank Balance as 1st July 2018: $182.77

Income

$57,154.65

Membership fee

$300

Nawroz Festival 2018

$1,700

Nawroz Festival 2019

$17,579.65

Funding

$37,575

Dept. of Premiere and cabinet

$19,475

City of Greater Dandenong

$9,500

City of Casey

$2,500

Dept. of Social Services

$4,100

Dept. of Health & Human Services

$2,000

Association of Kawthar-Lugar Inc.

Expenditure:

$52,702.85

Rasul Akram Association of Victoria Inc.

Nawroz Festival 2018

$2,917

Nawroz Festival 2019

$37,085.85

Catering

$6,936

Venue hire for meetings

$800

Venue hire for events

$1,076

Wages

$700

Sitting fee

$2,260

General expenses

$928

In 2018 and 2019 the following associations formed the official members of VAAN:
Shamama Association of Australia Inc.
Afghan Australian Civil Society Inc.
The Association of Hazaras in Victoria Inc.
Hazara Australian Community Association of Victoria Inc

Bank Balance as 30th June 2019: $4,634.57

Shamama Association of Australia Inc.

Victorian Afghan Associations Network
Financial Statement
1st July 2017 - 30th June2018

Bank Balance as 1st July 2017: $4,438.80

Income

$34,835.08

Membership fee

$750

Nawroz Festival 2017

$250

Nawroz Festival 2018

$21,710

Funding (Dandenong Council)

$10,500

Credit for ICC info session

$1,625.08

Expenditure:

$39.091.11

Nawroz Festival 2017

$688

Nawroz Festival 2018

$32,282.15

Catering

$1,855

Bond for venue hire

$500

Venue hire for meetings

$1,156.96

Venue hire for events

$773

Wages

$781

Sitting fee

$820

General expenses

$235

Shamama Association of Australia Inc. has been active in the
Hazara community for nine years, we arrange information
sessions and cultural events for the community, and we also assist
the community and new arrivals to settle into Australian Society
by providing them Counselling, Accommodation Support, assist
with Employment and assistance with all other settlement issues.
Afghan Australian Civil Society Inc,
Afghan Australian Civil Society Organisation (AACSO is a civil, nonprofit and non- governmental organisation which is established in
September 2012 to address the urgent necessity of Afghan Australian
communities.
It works as counterpart entity with government to promote
reintegration process of Afghans within Australian society and
instituting respect for human and women rights. Furthermore, supporting peace building and
resilience to achieve the national solidarity.
The Association of Hazaras in Victoria
Established in 2002 the Association of Hazaras in Victoria is now a
leading Afghan community organization in Victoria, assisting Afghan
refugees and migrants by running education projects, organizing
cultural celebrations, running sport programs, referrals, advocacy and
settlement support.
We are also proudly the publisher of Arman monthly, the longest
running Dari Magazine in Australia which serves the growing Afghan
community of Melbourne and is distributed Australia-wide. We also run Andisha community
language school, designed to teach Dari Languages to Afghan children living in south east
Melbourne.
In addition, we have been successfully running many information sessions and consultation
meetings with the service providers and celebrating our cultural events. We are the only
Afghan community organization in Australia that has been celebrating all three major
Afghan festival in past several years.
Hazara Australian Community Association of Victoria Inc
Hazara Australian Community Association of Victoria (HACAV) was established in 2002.
HACAV supports new arrival Refugees in areas such as Centrelink,
Transportations, Employment and Health.

Bank Balance as 1st July 2018: $182.77

Also, HACAV runs program such as a soccer club to support young people.
We also organize information sessions particularly in the field of migration
and refugee visas.
Furthermore, HACAV organize the Afghan cultural celebrations such as
the Afghan New Year, End of Ramazan Eid and Qurban Eid.
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Rasul Akram Association of Victoria Inc

Expenses 2018

Rasul Akram Association of Victoria Was established in 2006 as a registered
charity group Focusing on cultural social and religious activities. It has 12
board members and 120 ordinary ordinary members. A building has been
recently purchased in Central Dandenong for our centre which is currently
under renovation.
Association of Kawthar-Lugar Inc
Association of Kawthar-Lugar Inc. is a religious and cultural non-profit
community organisation in Melbourne, and its objective is to unite the Afghan
Community, and to assist and guide its members in the resolution of its social,
economic, cultural, educational, recreational, health and religious needs. The
Association will

Nawroz Festival 2018

11%
%
2%
3%2%
5%

Catering
Venue hire for meetings
Wages
Sitting fee

(a) organise and provide educational instruction to children and/or adults;

General expenses

(b) hold religious and cultural conferences, seminars, meetings, discussions, and social functions;

86%

Bond
Nawroz Festival 2017

(c) provide assistance to new Afghan migrants with regards to their needs for accommodation,
employment, visa extension and renewal, and so on; and
(d) promote the principle of multiculturalism, working towards acceptance of all cultures in a peaceful
Australian society.

Expenses 2019

2%
1%4% 6%
2%
2%

Nawroz Festival 2018
Nawroz Festival 2019

13%

Catering
Venue hire for meetings
Venue hire for events
Wages

Sitting fee

70%

General expenses

Treasurer’s report
By Hamed Saberi

It has been a great pleasure to serve the Victorian Afghan Associations Network (VAAN) as the
treasurer for four years. In the past four years, my deputy Haji Salehi and I have been working very
hard to keep VAAN's finances in order. In addition to usual tasks expected from the treasurers such
as organising the bank account, depositing cash and cheques, paying the bills, keeping the books
straight, drawing up a budget, and regularly keeping track of the outgoings and incomings through
the year Haji Salehi and I have been successfully applying for funding to ensure that we have a good
budget for our activities and programs. Furthermore, Haji Salehi has been very generous in lending
money to VAAN occasionally.
The annual financial statements for the year 2017-18 were presented to the Annual General Meeting
on 29th July 2018 with a trivial surplus of only $182.77. However, it is pleasing to note that the annual
financial statements for 2018-2019 presented to the meeting on the 14th August 2019 had a modest
surplus of $4,634.57. The better result in the financial year 2019 is the product of good financial
management including gaining more income from various funding bodies. I am, however, totally
aware of future challenges particularly the cost for the Nawroz Festival which is by far our most
costly program. I acknowledge that for VAAN to avoid a budget deficit in future my colleagues and
I must work harder to broaden the scope of income through successful grants applications and at the
same time realistically reviewing the balance sheet for the Nawroz Festival.
I would also like to thank My colleagues for granting me the opportunity server VAAN as the
treasurer. In particular, I would like to thank my deputy Haji Salehi for generosity as well as his sound
oversight and control of the day-to-day financials of our organisation.
Please refer to the following financial reports for more detail on our financial position.

The Board

President Report

I am extremely glad and able to report to you how well VAAN has
performed during the year 2018 and 2019.
As you know after four years of continuous hard work Victorian
Afghan Associations Network became one of the main leading
Afghan organisations in Victoria, recognised by the federal, state,
local government and the community service organisations.
The journey we have travelled for the last four years including last year was not easy to reach to this
point but challenging and full of barriers, such as lack of resources, the response from the other
Afghan organisations and the members of community to join VAAN, which was the main purpose of
the establishment of VAAN to provide a platform for the coordination and collaborations among the
Afghan Community Associations and individuals in Victoria.
But despite all barriers and challenges, I am glad that Victorian Afghan Associations Network
(VAAN) has remained strong and presented themselves in this period with some amazing work,
VAAN was successful with achieving the DPC grant for family violence project (Early Prevention
for Shaping Attitude project)
VAAN has organised a successful community consultation forum to discuss the family violence
issues among the Afghan community.
VAAN has successfully organised and celebrated Nowruz Festival and around 8 thousand people
participated in this event
VAAN was able to successfully arrange the information session for asylum seekers and refugees on
its refugee week and invited David Manne from the Refugee and Immigration Legal Centre who has
talked and provided post-election information to the refugees and asylum seekers.
VAAN is committed to fighting for the cause of refugee rights in Australia, On 19 July 2019 VAAN's
president has participated and spoken to the Vigil for Abdul Aziz who died at the immigration
detention centre.
Youth Forum was another successful event held by VAAN where challenges of Afghan youth were
discussed and finally, once again we are successful for the Nowruz Festival grant from the City of
Greater Dandenong.
The 2018 – 2019 Annual General Meeting under my leadership and with the support of all VAAN's
members, we successfully embarked important events and projects according to our goals, and we
must continue to strengthen and broaden our partnerships with the service providers as we have
successfully built relations with Department of Premier and Cabinet, The City of Greater Dandenong
Council, The City of Casey, The Department of Multicultural Affairs etc.
I thank all VAAN members for your voluntary contribution and for your dedication I present this
report to you.
Nazir Yousafi
President of VAAN

Below is a summary of some session of the meetings and events VAAN attended on behalf of
the Afghan community in Victoria during the year 2018 and 2019:
30 April 2018, Meeting with the Minister for the Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs
20 July 2018, Meeting with Department of Home Affairs community liaison officers
17 October 2018, Meeting with Victorian Minister for Multicultural Affairs,
8 December 2018, White Ribbon Event at SRMC (violence against women)
7 February 2019, Meeting with Robin Steward, ATO Community Education & Assistance project
officer
8 March 2019, Community consultation with the Minister for Immigration/Citizenship
19 July 2019, Meeting with Geoffrey Tooth, the new Australian ambassador to Afghanistan
29 August 2019, Australian Government forum on money transfer services

Advocacy and Liaison
Victorian Afghan Associations Network is committed to advocate and struggle for the refugee
rights in Australia. For the last two years, the VAAN has played an active role in standing for the
rights of refugees and Asylum Seekers.
VAAN has worked and collaborated closely with the Refugee Action Collective Victoria and
Refugee Advocacy Network. The representative of VAAN has attended their monthly meetings,
took part in planning for the various rallies and demonstrations in the heart of Melbourne city,
among the demonstrations was refugee day and Walk for Justice for Refugees when thousands of
people marched to the streets of Melbourne and other cities of Australia.
As VAAN President Nazir Yousafi delivered speeches on
refugee day and Walk for Refugees Walk justice.
On Monday 10th September 2018 he also participated and
delivered a speech on the event of memory of Late Hafiz who
died in the South East of Melbourne to brutal refugee policy
of the federal government.
Recently on 13 July 2019 over the death another Afghan
Asylum seeker Abdul Aziz at MITA detention centre in
Melbourne the Refugee Action Collective had organised a
vigil, VAAN president attended the Vigil event and
delivered a speech about the situations of thousands of Afghan refugees and asylum seekers living
in the community.
VAAN was also represented in an information session held at the Immigration office in the city to
discuss the issue of the Temporary Protection Visa (TPV) and Safe Haven Enterprise Visas
(SHEV) processes. The meeting was chaired by Ms Elizabeth Robertson (Director of temporary
protection Victoria) and It was a good opportunity for the community representatives to raise
concerns about the situation of asylum seekers.
Another significant event attended by VAAN was the Councils launch campaign to support
Asylum Seekers and oppose financial cuts on 3rd December 2018. It was supported by 22 Councils
band together to ensure people who have fled persecution do not end up suffering homelessness
or destitution as a result of the Federal Government cuts.
In addition to the issue of refugees and asylum seekers, VAAN has been involved in active
advocacy and liaison regarding other immigration issues as well as settlement issues in general.

Afghan New Year (Nawruz) Festival
Each year people in Afghanistan and other thousands of Afghans from
around the world celebrate Nawruz festival. Nawruz is the first day of
spring and mostly it falls on the last week of March in Gorgerin calendar.
Similarly, Afghan people from across Australia and specifically in
Melbourne are celebrating this precious day each year. Nawruz festival is
a celebration of new beginnings, wishing prosperity and welcoming the
future while shedding away the past. That is how the families traditionally
use this time to clean their homes and buy new clothing.
Victorian Afghan Associations Network (VAAN), as a well-known nonprofit community organisation has proudly hosted and organized Nawruz
festival in the last few years for the community in Melbourne. Each year
this big event takes place in one of the most multicultural cities, in
Dandenong in South East Melbourne.
Though this event is a traditional and cultural celebration for
Afghans, the main purpose of this event is to represent the unity,
respect and prosperity among Afghans and other Australian
community.
VAAN's operational team coordinated with the City of Greater
Dandenong Council significantly put a lot of effort to make this
festival better and greater for the community each year. With
the help of the Dandenong Police department, we try to make
this event safe and smooth as much as possible and to limit the disturbance
to local residents.
Every year, 7000-8000 people from around Victoria participate in this
event to celebrate the Nawruz festival.
On this day, the event begins with speeches from our guests
such as Federal and local member of parliament, mayor of City
of Dandenong and other guest's speakers. Music is the main
entertainment and joyful part of the festival and different music
band performs on the stage. People enjoy the most in this part,
they dance, laugh and cheering up in a big crowd. Furthermore,
several groups of girls and boys represent the traditional and
cultural clothes on the stage, also there are different martial arts
groups perform on the stage to deliver the message of healthy
and safe lifestyle for the audience and, there are many other
varieties of activities as well.
More importantly, as the festival happens in a very central and
multicultural location, people from diverse background try to get involved
in this event on that day. We have cultural, educational and non- profit
community associations stall, they talk to people to empower their network

with the local community. Also, there are governmental, business holders and retailers’ stalls to
promote their businesses and use the opportunity to build up a strong connection with the targeted
customers.
Additionally, the crowd having access to a variety of traditional delicious Afghan food while they
enjoy the festival throughout the day. First Health is being provided onsite and the security staff look
after the safety of the participants.
The coordination and management team for the festival work hard months before the event to make
it a great and memorable celebration for everyone. Nawruz festival starts around 2:30 Pm and it goes
on until 8:00 Pm.
As the Nawruz Festivals coordinator I would like to thank all those businesses,
retailers, cultural associations, profit and non-profit organisations who have
sponsored us each year. Also, special thanks to all volunteers and Dandenong and
Federal police who have assisted us in the last few years. We are all part of one
community and working together for the great future.

Asif Mellatyair
Festival Coordinator

International Criminal Court community forum
On 1 December 2018, the Victorian Afghan Associations Network (VAAN) hosted a community
information session on making victim representations to the International Criminal Court (ICC).
The event was held at Lynbrook Community Centre and was supported by the Open Society
Institute.
The Situation in Afghanistan has been under preliminary
examination by the ICC since 2007. In late 2017, the ICC
Prosecutor requested authorisation from Pre-Trial Judges
to initiate an investigation into alleged war crimes and
crimes against humanity in relation to the armed conflict
in the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan since 1 May
2003. The victims of the alleged crimes committed in the
Situation in Afghanistan were informed that they had the
right to submit "representations", i.e. to provide their
views, concerns and expectations, to the ICC Judges that
were considering the Prosecutor's request.
Approximately 80 people attended the community
information session, which was facilitated by VAAN
Vice-President, Zabi Mazoori. The main feature was a
video link to the Court, with staff of the Victims
Participation and Reparations Section (VPRS) providing
participants with information on how to make victim
representations to the Court. Participants were able to ask
questions and engage with Court staff directly on these
issues.
Between 7 December 2017 and 9 February 2018, the ICC Victims Participation and Reparations
Section ("VPRS") transmitted to the Pre-Trial Chamber a total number of 699 victims’
representations. However, On 12 April 2019, ICC Pre-Trial Chamber II unanimously rejected the
request of the Prosecutor to proceed with an investigation into alleged war crimes and crimes
against humanity committed in Afghanistan. It did so on the basis that the current circumstances
of the situation in Afghanistan are such as to make the prospects for a successful investigation and
prosecution extremely limited, which would not meet victims’ objectives and would not serve the
‘interests of justice’.
On 7 June 2019, the Prosecutor filed an application for leave to appeal the decision of the PreTrial Chamber. VAAN eagerly awaits the Court’s decision in this regard.

VAAN'S Family Violence project Early Prevention for Shaping

Refugee Week 2018

Attitude EPSA

Refugee Week was celebrated in an event held on 23.06.2018 at The Castle in Dandenong by
Victorian Afghan Association Network (VAAN).

Abuse against women in Afghanistan is horrifyingly pervasive. Nearly 80 percent of Afghan
women are believed to have experienced domestic abuse at least once. Unfortunately, the problem
of family violence continues to significantly affect a lot of Afghan women even after settling in
Australian. This is mainly because the problem
is deep-rooted in Afghan culture and traditions.
In addition, a combination of lack of knowledge
of laws and the stigma associated with helpseeking contribute to Afghan women being a
particularly vulnerable group within broader
Australian society. Unless something is done to
change the Afghan men's attitude towards
women the Afghan community will continue to
witness the cases of family violence on a daily
basis.
In late 2018 Victorian Afghan Association Network VAAN secured a fund from the Department
of Premier and Cabinet for its family violence project titled Early Prevention for Shaping Attitude
(EPSA).
On 12th January 2019, VAAN successfully organised an initial Community Consultation Forum
at Lynbrook Community Hall to launch the project and discuss the family violence from the
community perspective.
The project Coordinator Nazir Yousafi ran the event, around 45 community members from
different walks of life were invited who had openly shared their views and ideas about family
violence. A reporter from SBS radio Dari program was also invited who filed a report on SBS.
VAAN also ran a stall at the Nawroz Festival on Sunday 24th March 2019 to provide information
about family violence to the community.
On 12 April 2019, a family violence information session was held for the Afghan Youth and 39
boys and girls had attended the session, 27 feedback forms were completed by the participants.
The project flyers were regularly advertised at Arman Monthly in the first half of the year
2019. On 3rd August the project advisory group had its first meeting to discuss the
implementation of the process for the second half of the year.
Mr Nazir Yousoufi, the President of VAAN,
presented about the effects of family violence
on youth and how the families including
young people can contribute to overcoming
family violence.
Guests speaker, Patricia Leilua, Empower
Youth- Project Worker from South East
Community Links was also invited to talk
about her projects for youth and how
participants from the youth forum could join
the project.

The event commenced by a poem recited by the MC of the event Ms Anisa Muradi.
This was followed by a speech by Mr Shukor Farahmand the vice president of VAAN in which he
first thanked the guests for attending the event followed by providing a report on VAAN's activities
and efforts in supporting the community, in
particular, the members of the community who are
a refugee and Asylum Seeker. Mr Farahmand also
requested the wider community members in the
Afghan community to join VAAN as members and
support VAAN's efforts in providing the needed
assistance not only to refugees and Asylum Seekers,
but also the wider community.
Then it was time for Mr Zabi Mazoori's presentation
on refugee and Asylum Seeker and the differences
between these two groups. He further provided
statistics of the number of refugees accepted by the
Australian government under the refugee quota as
well as the Community Support refugee program.
Mr Rhett Henkel, Victoria's Ethnic Liaison Officer,
Department of Immigration and Border Protection
was the next speaker who provided some general
information about Department's visa processing
matters and requested community members to make
sure they allow enough time for processing their visa
applications by applying within the required time
frames.
The next part of the event was allocated to a drama
called Fate of an Asylum Seeker played by Reza
Saramad, Khadija Alizada, Asif Nabizada, Khatema
Payman and Zekerya Haidari and the direction of
Hadi Arefi.
Mr Sikandar Ataie who was selected to receive the Refugee of the Year award by VAAN for his
positive contribution to Australian society was the next speaker. He spoke about his experiences as a
member of Australian Air Force being an Afghan and a Muslim and feeling proud of the role, he has
been playing in there.
At the end of the presentations, Mr Sayed Zaman played music with the traditional Afghani
instrument called Danboora and sang a few songs that were received very well by all members of the
event.
All participants who presented during the event received a bouquet each as a sign of appreciation for
the time and effort by elected members of VAAN.
Dinner was served to all guests and all participants were provided with the opportunity to do
networking with the special guests.

Refugee Week 2019

Youth Forum

On the 16th June 2019, Victorian Afghan Associations Network with the support of the City of Casey
have held an event at Lynbrook Community Hall to celebrate the Refugee Week. The posters and
flyers were published weeks before the event for the awareness of community members. While
celebrating Refugee Week, the main purpose of the event was to arrange an information session for
the thousands of refugee and asylum seekers whose immigration status and citizenship matter was
uncertain.

The Victorian Afghan Association Network (VAAN) held the Youth Forum Youth on 12 April 2019.
The Forum was held in Lynbrook Community Centre to celebrate the national youth week across
Australia. The event was welcomed warmly by the participants. Young people from the community
actively engaged and contributed to the organisation of the Youth Forum.

The program started with a huge number of
participants as everyone was eager to hear
the latest changes and development for
immigration policies from our guest
speaker Mr David Manne, the Refugee
Legal Executive Director who has assisted
the Afghan community for more than 20
years. As an immigration lawyer for many
years, in the beginning, he spoke about the
latest changes in immigration policies
regarding the visas and citizenship
processes to give an overview for the
audience. Following that, the question and
answer session took place and it was a great
opportunity for everyone to ask their question and concerns. Most of the attendees raised their
concerns about the cancellation of their visa and permanent residency, some have asked in regards to
the delay in their citizenship application process and travelling overseas and many more questions.
Mr David Manne has responded to the
questions and explained the consequences
of each matter. Overall, he significantly
emphasised the importance of having legal
advice in regards to any immigration
matter is a must. He asked the people to
seek legal advice from the Refugee Legal
which is a free service for all refugee and
asylum seekers.
The second half of the program, Victorian
Afghan Associations Network presented
appreciation awards to those community
members with a refugee background that
having great achievement and impacts in
the society. The program was concluded by serving dinner and music.
Overall, it was a very productive and informative gathering. The program was coordinated by Asif
Mellatyiar along with the VAAN team. Also, Asif Mellatyiar has helped with interpreting the
question and answer session.

Zabi Mazoori commenced the Forum by welcoming the participants and acknowledging the
achievements and challenges young people from the Afghan community faces in Melbourne and
Victoria. The aim and objective of the forum were to celebrate the contributions of young people in
the community and address the challenges and issues they encounter as children of refugees and
migrants in Australia.
Soraya Mazoori, 14, showcased her newly acquired
talent of violin by preforming a famous Afghan folk
song "Beya Ke Burim Ba Mazar". She wanted to
encourage the participation of girls from Afghan
background in music.
The next person who took the centre stage was Sitara
Mohammadi recipient of prestigious Provosts'
scholarship at Oxford University for 2019. Sitara
spoke of her experience of coming to Australia as a
refugee, mastering English and excelling in school
and university. She also spoke of the challenges she
faces and who she tackled them.
The next panellist, Ali Zafar, a recent graduate and
successful accountant highlighted how he managed
to have a successful career and academic
achievements having arrived in Australia as refugees.
Ali Zafar offered practical advice to young people
currently studying at university on how to be
successful in gaining employment while concluding
your degree.
The Youth Forum was concluded with a very lively
question and answer session.

